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Central Provinces where there was a cantonment. There had been some friction between the regimental authorities and some influential and ill-conditioned persons in the town. A case had a short time before been brought against a certain officer of the regiment, and he had been convicted and fined. The opinion, strongly held by all those who knew him, was that the conviction was erroneous ; but the evidence was undoubtedly such as could not be got over.
Just as I arrived,, a case was brought against two young officers for having gone to a village to shoot snipe, having assaulted certain villagers, and having been prevented from using their weapons only by having them taken from them. As I was the senior European magistrate, the case had been sent to my court. It was fixed for a date about a week later. On the day following my arrival., which happened to be a Hindu, holiday, I went out to the village to shoot snipe myself. 1 had two or three people from, that village and from the next to help me to beat. They did not know me, as I was new to the District. I talked away to them in a friendly way; and we had a very pleasant and successful morning together. At breakfast time I paid the men who were with me, and told them I should resume shooting after an interval of an hour or two, and that I should be very glad if they themselves, or any others whom they chose to send, would help me in the afternoon. They said that they would themselves remain. I had a talk with them in a free-and-easy way, and ascertained clearly the facts of the case which I was about to try.
The two young officers had come to the village to shoot. They had known nothing of the language and had not been able to explain their wishes to the people. The agent of the non-resident MaJguzar had happened to be in the village on business, and had told the people that these young men had no right-,-to shoot there, that they would do mischief, that their guns should be taken from them, and that they should be sent about their business. The guns were handed over to certain men to carry. They** retained them and by